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ceremonies, seek for the culprit, and if they find him they
beat him severely to make him undo his magic. But if they
fail to detect him, the young men fall upon the old men and
thrash them all mercilessly in the hope of inducing them to
give up the offender to public justice. One section of the
tribe goes so far as to put to death one of the old men if they
persist in withholding the rain.
When a village or any of its inhabitants has been struck
by lightning, the people collect all the spears in the village
and thrust them through the roofs of the houses with the
blades upwards in order to frighten the lightning and to
prevent it from striking the houses again. Apparently they
think that the lightning is not such a fool as to fall down
and hurt himself on the naked blades. A rationalist might
suggest that the spears may serve as lightning-conductors.